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perſon to intrude bimſelf on the public, who has never 


chan his private correſpondence required, which does 


| N 2 Kay" man . W I moſt nw” 


1 


A a time when ſo much has already been faid 
upon public affairs, it is a Bold attempt in any 


been accuſtomed to communicate his thoughts further 


not demand either elegance of diction, or ſuch a pre- 
eifion and correctneſs on the ſubje&' treated on 

as is requiſite in that which muſt be expoſed to the b 
animadverſions of Frey one. . 


It witl eaſily be ſeen, * in publibing the fol- 
towing pages, I do not aim at literary fame, and 
this is the only reaſon for my not having ſubſcribed 
my name to them, though 1 ſhould not heſitate to 
avow the principles and affertions contained herein 


1 am an, to this as by « The Plain 


Thaig bis of a Plain Man,” who wiſhes to give & 
fo Sn, direc- 
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direction to the opinion of that 8 e 


part of the community, whoſe daily employment 


does not permit them to beſtow much time and re- 


flection on public affairs. le will be eaſſſy per- 


ceived that he is not ſo plain a man as he pretends 
to appear; for the ſpirit of party, that breathes 


in every line of his pamphlet, convinces one, 
that he looks up to ſome reward from thoſe 
Miniſters whoſe meaſures- he ſo ſtrenuouſſy ſup- 


* 


E 


1 "TY ri the. time 3 e is "palin 
away, and the ſet of men be addreſſes are no lon- 


ger to be led: aftray by ſpeculative ideas or falſe 


ſtatements, of facts. Their judgment, on a given 
point, is more to be depended upon than that of 
thoſe who are. called. the higher order of ſociety, 
becauſe there is amongſt them a greater ſhare of 
good ſenſe, more honeſty, and better morals, 
Their mind is diveſted of all that incumbrance of 
uſeleſs: knowledge, which we call faſhionable, edu- 
cation, and. their judgment. i is under conſtant good 


regulation, by their attention to the proper objects 


of their daily occupations; and to tell chem, that 
the ſupporting of, and continuing their confidence 
in, the preſent adminiſtration, will be productive 
of the greateſt good, is to tell them that the rain, 


the: light, and the ſup, are not neceſſary to vege- 


tation, and that their farms will yield. the ſame. 
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His auſpices, and foreboded all the eaten thar | 
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wax all their care FREE labour. 5 6 5 


— 1 


- vaio exact method in the following f. ſheets is 
not to be expected ; but truth and plain reaſoning 
1 n N to 118 1 in view. _ 

Þ ink 41 

It is needleſs to talk of the hues « the euch | 
etch but the object before me requires me 
to ſay, that its beginning met with the ſpontaneous 
approbation of every noble and generous mind in 
Europe; and (much to the honour” of the Britiſh 
People) in no country more than in this: and 1 
may venture to add, that, had not the late unfortu- 
nate King of France been ſurrounded by bad 
counfellors, that Revolution, as it might poſſibly 
have been the beſt, ſo it might alfo have been the 
moſt peaceable that is recorded in the annals of the 
world; and that moflarch, like our's, might now 


have reigned over a free people. But he ſigned his 


fate by his ſanction of the treaty of Pilnitz, which 
we are tauglit to believe was accompliſhed under 


we now behold. J 


„ 


3 


; Though we might not have been a party imme- 
diately concerned in it, he muſt be but a ſhallow poli- 
tician who will venture to aſſert that we were igno⸗ 
rant of it, and that we did not, at leaſt tacitly, 


confent thereto. I mention this as leading to a de- 


mon- 
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monſtration chat our admipiſtration. were decxjving 


their country, when they boaſted and afſerted, in 


both Houſes of Parliament, in the latter end of the 
year 1792, that they did not mean to interfere 1 in 
the interior. * of Frances; - +. 32 or 


2 
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The g great 1 which Mr. Pitt has main- 


rained during this war, originated in his perſuading 
the country that it was juſt and unavoidable, You 
| ſhall judge of his ſincerity by the following ſtate · 


ment of facts; —In the ſame year, at the time he ſo 
ſolemnly declared his wiſh of maintaining his neu- 
trality, in the month of November, propoſals were 
diſpatched from this cabinet to the Emperor of 
Germany and King of Pruſſia, towards a treaty 
for joining our forces for the proſecution of the war 
againſt France, which muſt of courſe have been in 
deliberation, long before that time; in the cabinet. 
Mr. Pitt, too confident of that offer being received 
with eagerneſs, in the interim laid his memorable | 
embargo on grain, to the infraction of the then 


exiſting treaty of commerce, and brought on us 


the French declaration of war. But, behold! after 
having waited with uncommon impatience, beyond. 


the uſual time, for their anſwer, it at laſt arrived; 


and nothing could exceed the uneaſineſs and ſur- 
priſe of our miniſters, when they read in ſubſtance, 


chat his Imperial Majeſty and the King of Pruflia. 


bad 0 great enen to enter into the {aid treat, 


. * =, 


(a) 


provides the Court: of OY Jaines' s would guaranty 
ro chem the * ee of d. 7 


NIR Put at Abet time PRO FOR a i Redia too 
impolitic ro: accede to, and returned for anſwer, 
tliat it was a meaſure he dared not, and would not, 
publicly countenance. However, they ſoon in- 
formed him, that whether he could or could not 
guaranty the ſaid partition, it muſt, and would 
take place. It may be of ſome importance to ob- 
ſerve, that in the above original letter, to the 
credit of Mir. Pitt's humanity, he mentions the poſſi- 
__ bility of bringing the French to paſſive obedience 
by: ſarying; them. Grotius (ihe were alive) 
would hid bim reflect on 1 and _ _ con- 
ſejenee to n as has — ite een 201-19 


The public is too al as with FOR con- 
ſequtnees of the above for it to be neceſſary: for me 
to enlarge much on it: therefore, without men- 
tioning, in this place, the impolicy of the war, I 
ſhall juſt obſerve the conſequences that have re- 
ſulted flom the unſkilful manner the miniſter got 
himſelf. hurried into it by the above meaſures. | 
Inſtead of being looked up to by the other powers 
already engaged, as an independent ally in the 
conteſt, , he became principal. From hence have 
ariſen all the ruinous ſubſidies we have been 
obliged to give to the Emperor, Kings, and 
F on the Continent; for the treaty now exiſt- 
n, 5 ing 
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ing between us and the Emperor Jas vet con- 
cluded till Auguſt 179 3. The following inſtance 


of his want of penetration and ſkill (not to ſay 


worſe) is more remote in point of date: though 
not leſs intereſting, as it tends to prove that our 


adminiſtration entered into the war in the moſt de- 


liberate” and premeditated manner, by hich im- 
policy and want of faith England loſt an opportu- | 


nity of ſeizing; ſuch advantages as nothing but ſuch 


a revolution in France could have produced for 
her. During the contention of parties in' the Na- 
tional Aſſembly, for the eſtabliſhment of their firſt 


conſtitution, the moſt reſpectable was that which 


was decidedly kttached to Monarchy but finding 
that the clouds thickened in the North in favour 
of the re- eſtabliſnment of unlimited power in 
France, theſe great men turned their thoughts upon 
this country, as the quarter from whence: (on ac- 


count of the affinity of its Conſtitution) they ſhould 


be moſt likely to meet with a favourable counte- 
nance. © What I now ſay L have from a very re- 
ſpectable man employed in the tranſaction, that 
this party was headed by General La Fayette, and 
ſupported (amongſt a great many others of the moſt 
enlightened men then in action) by the Mayor of 
Straſburg, Monfieur Dietrick, and his ſon, who 
poſſeſſed a moſt decided influence in Alſace, Lor- 
rain, and all the north of France. They, fore- 
ſeeing the very dangerous conſequences of the in- 


TO then * at their court, and anxiouſly 
| . 


CS) 


wiſhing to conſolidate the great work they had 
begun, actually opened a negotiation wich Mr, Pitt, 
to induce him to acknowledge the conſtitution of a 
limited monarchy; for which they offered him, 
| among other advantages, a treaty of commerce for 
ten or fifteen years, almoſt of his own dictating: 
he received the propoſals favourably, and cauſed 
them to entertain hopes of their being brought 
publicly forward and accepted. However, Mr. Pitt, 
without aſſigning any reaſon, abruptly broke off 
his negotiation with them, and that party ſoon 
afterwards found itſelf overpowered ; the conſe- 
quence of which was, that La Fayette was obliged 
to fly from his command, and- cauſed the total 
overthrow of this party. What has been, and 
what 1s ſtill the fate of this General, every body is 
acquainted: with ; but that of the other two reſpec- 
table men above mentioned, and the majority of 
their party, is not ſo well known. Both the father 
and ſon carried their virtues and unſpotted charac- 
ters to the ſcaffold, the reſt of them are either diſ- 
perſed in obſcurity or deſtroyed. After this narra- 
tive no man can call this war j and unavoidable, 
and it fully anſwers for the treatment the French 
ambaſſadors, Meflrs. Chauvelin and Maret, met 
with from the noble ene of State. | 


Let me now V conſider what * Mr. Pitt 
could have to forego the advantages ſuch circum- 
ſtancet furniſhed him with, cowards accompliſhing 

| B . his 


. 
N 


* 
i 


Ry er „ * 
1 v * 44 >» Tn 

A. — 
fn $24 * * # 

any more ah TL 1 
We . 8 . 


9 


this country muſt have to a parliamentary reform. 
By the ariſtocratical party, I mean every man that 
has, or expects to have, an influence in elections, 
or in either of the Houſes of Parliament. We all 
remember, at the above period, the impoſing ſpi- 
rit of the people in fayour of the ſaid reform, by 
which Mr. Pitt, ſeeing himſelf upon the eve of an 
obligatory compliance, deviſed means at all riſks 


( w ) 


his favourite plan of finance and economy, which 
the plain man talks of now with no leſs rapture and 
admiration than I then felt towards it myſelf, Men 
of any obſervation can eaſily conceive the objec 
tions that the Crown and the ariſtacratical part of 


to N the FI attention rom that object. 


1 Fant own, ins I have my doubts as tothe 1 


effects of a parliamentary reform at preſent, for 


two ſubRantial reaſons: 1ft, Becauſe I ſee no ap- 


pearance and diſpoſition in the public mind to go 
the length it requires, ſo as to produce a benefit 


adequate to the probable miſchief it might occa- 


ſion, an account of the embarraſſed ſituation of the 
ſtate The ſecond naturally occurs from the firſt, 


_ tha, in the circumſtances we are in, it is dangerous 
*o weaken roo much the hands of government, 


and all the good required may be done by a little 
more patriotiſm and honeſty in our rulers; and 


would they act as we have a right to expect, we 
ſhould ſoon fee our country reaſſume its former 


proſperity. At that time, if there is 1. enough 
2 


4 


| in our Parliament; they may, without any danger 
reſtore. our Conſtitution to its priſtine purity 8: 
ſplendor ;. and. this noble work muſt originate 
there. 18 


Fre rom che bat bs af their Conſtitution, and 
commendable national prejudices, nb people oh 

| earth are ſo eaſily governed as thoſe of this country ; 
and no man knows it better, or ever deceived 
them more completely, than Mr. Pitt. Well 
aware that the war he had premeditated would not 
be popular, he, out of his fertile brain, produced a 
phantom, upon whoſe forehead was written Agra- 
rian law and equality ;. he ſent it to ſtalk abroad in 
the public view, and told his countrymen that the 
land was Covered with F rench emiſſaries, preach- 
ing revolution and anarchy amongſt tbem; and 
that one half of the nation liſtened to them with 
complacence, and was dif] poſed to ſecond their eu- 
deavours. Wonderful to tell! this ridiculous and 
\. artful ſcheme ſucceeded beyond his moſt ſanguine 
; expectations. In conſequence of this ſelf. created 
alarm, we now ſee Mr. Pitt poſſeſſed of an unheard; 
of majority in both Houſes, baſking in the ſons 
ſhine of unlimited power, and ſuppotted by the 
moſt unparalleled confidence this country evet 
| beſtowed on any miniſter ; firſt telling the nation 
that we ſhould / be at Paris! then, that in three 
months we ſhould ſee the end of the French ſyſtem ! 8 
then, chat the French were Aurving! then, that 
B 2 d they 


wu 


En) 

3Þ rhey were bankrupt ! then, that a ropnter-revolution 
EY: was at hand! In fhort, when 1 look at what has 
paſſed, I ſee a mountebank, in the midſt of a 

ji market place, playing his tricks before a gaping 


1 crowd, and telling them, with an arch and ſagacious 
i 3 25 Now 5 aal fe whos you Gal 1 fee.” 
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ji | Every g of common nnn muſt have 
i” _, xemarked, on how flight a thread hung all his 
bopes during this awful conteſt, while the ſame 
|. pernicious and unſkilful hand united the thread 
0 again as oſten as it broke; and, to the aſtoniſhment 
| | of his common ſenſe, he muſt have ſeen, from the 
beginning to this day, that the ſame hand has led 
on from miſtake to miſtake, from error to error, 
and. which is till worſe, from impoſition to im- 
. poſition, till it has at laſt brought us to a ſituation. 
molt critical and bun | | 
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** Had Mr. Pitt been that great politician we be- 
 Heved him to be, he once had an opportunity of 


pores open APN <> 
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Þ accompliſhing his gigantic project of diftating to 

1 France; this was when Toulon was in our hands, 

a | Lyons in a ſtate of inſurrection, twenty-two-depart- 
4 mepts in correſpondence with each other to oppoſe 

Wl} that arbitrary act of Robeſpierre, the impriſon- 

ap 

© | ment of twenty-three deputies of the people: and 

3 4 


when, according to Mr. Pitt's own words, there 

are near an hundred thouſand men in arms in La 

ee * the then exiſting power It» 
| France. 
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6 4, 
France. But mark the ignorance with vhich he 
proceeded on this extraordinary occaſion. Every 
one knows that Switzerland covers nearly one 
hundred and eighty miles of the moſt vulnerable 
frontiers of France, and that it is proximate to the 
then ſeat of diſcontent; alſo, that the principal 
cantons are governed by a pure ariſtoracy, there- 
fore inimical to the French revolution; that the 
democratical cantons are molt of them rigid Roman 
_ Catholics, entirely under the influence of their 
prieſts, and entertain to this day the moſt invete- 
rate hatred againſt the preſent order of things in 
France; beſides their having various incitements 
to it, needleſs to mention. But Mr. Pitt as a 
ftateſman ought to have known, that Switzerland 
depends. on the other countries for one-third of its 
conſumption of grain, &c. that its collective 
treaſury would not have been equal for three 
months to the payment of ſuch an army as would 
have been neceffary for the circymſtances in whicky 
they might have been involved; that the Swiſs are 
ſhort of ammunition and artillery, and alſo that 
they have always had, and now have reaſons ro be 
zealous ofthe Houle of Auſtria. which jealouſy was 
by no means diminiſhed, -by their confiderations of 
the ſyſtem that crowned heads then _ _ 


1 muſt thus ar give Mr. Pin a for having 
perceived the advantages that would have reſultec 
from ſuch an addition of power to the coalitions 
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bur TOR did 1 do to obrain it Through Gir 


ambaſſador Lord Robert Fitzgerald, he ifſued a 


manifeſto, not in ſo dragooning a ſtile as that io the 


Grand Duke of Tuſcany, but telling them in ſub- 
ſtance, Swiſs, you muſt go to war againſt theſe 
« French men- eaters, that have ſo ill · treated your 


« fellow citizens at Paris on the 10th of Auguſt.” 


Notwithſlanding the praiſes beſtowed on them for 
their forbearance by a moſt ref] pectable and wells 
5 informed nobleman in the Houſe of Lords, I have 


ſtrong reaſons to aſſert, that it was their. inclination 


o have complied with his recommendation; but un- 
der ſuch an unqualified manifeſto, good policy and 
ſelf-preſervation forbade them to accede thereto, as 


the wiſdom of their anſwer. fully manifeſted :. if 
Mr. Pitt meant to ſucceed with them, he ought to 


have ſaid, We will guaranty your ſovereignties; 
< we will pay your troops and feed them; we will 
« furniſh what may be wanting for the well-ap- - 
& pointment of your armies; to keep your militia 
4 in countenance, you ſhall be joined by twenty 
4 or five and twenty thouſand infantry, and ten or 


e fifteen. thouſand cavalry ;” beſides, the ufing 


other p:r/uafive and coercive means which: were in 
his power, by which he moſt certainly would have 


accompliſhed his ends. S0 much for hs” polities 
reſpecting that great object, which, with many 


other.circumſtances, have induced. me to believe, 
mat whenever he ſtepped beyond the channel, he 
played the ſchool- boy. Whether, for the good of 


mans 


— 


TE} 


mankind, ie is not better as it is, J leave to the 
mature reſlections of my readers. 


Such miſchief and embarraſſment as this coun+ 
try now. experiences being evidently brought upon 
us by this adminiſtration, whether it be through 
their 2vickedneſs or imbecility, or through accidents 
beyond the foreſight of human penetration, the 
fact is not the leſs true, nor are the difficulties and 
the load we bear in conſequence the lighter. No. 
What are then the reaſons that they till hald the 
reins of gayernment ſo faſt? The very ſame that 
cauſed them to enter into this unjuſt, miſerable, 
and A tic war Love of power and fe FEI: 


Though I am __ to cham as private men, 
1 really now begin to think that they would place 
the fate of the nation on the caſt of a die rather 
than recede, But will they continue to be ſup⸗ 
ported by the members of Parliament? I am 
afraid, long enough to make our calamities ie: 
trievable. Why ſo? There are in both Houſes of 
Parliament, people of education, knowledge, and 
underſtanding, that haye both honours and for- 
tunes at ſtake as well as we: granted; but let me 
tell you, that there is a very {mall portion of com- 
mon ſenſe in our natural compoſition, and that too 
often abſorbed. by our paſſions, our ſelf-intereſt, 
gur pride, and our vanity ; theſe often prevent our 
acknowledging a trifling error in private life; and 
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hen we remember, with what imperiouſneſs * 
| ſer of men bore down every one that differed in 


political opinion with them, we muſt not be ſur- 


priſed at thee backwardneſs * feel to read their 
"2 PO KOT, 


4 


Mr. pit me his ** had the addreſs to 


| 4 in making themſelves looked upon as the 


conſtitution itſelf; ſo that a man who dared to 
oppoſe or ſpeak againſt any one of their follies, was 


immediately ſtigmatized with the opprobrious ap- 
pellation of Facobin, and looked upon as a danger - 
ous man; by this he ſet the father againſt the ſon, 
the brother againſt the brother, the friend againſt 

the friend, and thereby almoſt deſtroyed the bonds 
of ſociety. It anſwered to him all the purpoſes he 
had in view, the principal of which were, 1ſt, to 


filence the moſt reaſonable part of the people, in 
which he found little or no difficulty, they being 


always the moſt moderate; the other, and the 


moſt important to him was, to render odious to 


this country that oppoſition which he afterwards 


found means to diſmember by his ſtratagems. Let 


the private principles of the men who now com- 
poſe that oppoſition be what they may, it will for 


ever be remembered with gratirude, that, like 
patriotic heroes, they ſtemmed the torrent of opinion 


and power, in favour of common ſenſe, againſt all 
the ſucceſſive encroachments on the liberty of the 


people, with the moſt undaunted courage and 


per- 
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-. all the Continent, they ſtill labour under i] the clouds 


> — popular prejudices ; and low indeed muſt they be - 
| _ reduced in the public opinion, when even 7þe * 


| man condeſcends e regret their in "$0 Peer. 


| perſeverance 1 Which, to the atoniſhment of 


f ER: is snecellary, before I £9 farther, maſt 108 ſolemnly | 
tb declare, that I do nat, por pevgr. did, belong 5 

_ - any political ſociety qr. party; nor dg 1 know ade 
member of the oppoſition intimately ; thoygh there * 
are a few (and much 19 my wür byt a FR With 


the other fide, 1 have Wey frigngs. wha 13 

cerely love and reſpęct: that hag I, of d 
mud my gripgte intereſt, gr cgutt the approbatign 
of the gregt, I Heye as ggog an gpporrunyy a3 "a 

one. No my attachment to my country 399. 4s 
conſtitution is paramount to all perſonal views; 


and I am forry to ay, that for. {ome time bob 1 
baxe obſervecd dar Conſtiturigg haſkenipg a9, ang - 
nv arm ved at the moſt imminent danger, which 

T cangor but contzmplate aut * _ 
: — wengi nr. e 


The ine gerigds of the gain mn, 8 TY 

ver in Which they are drefſed and avenged, figs 
| gently they that he is 2 groſeſſions). prizer, ang hs 
is probably accuſtomed. to employ is. pep, tor 
thoſe who pay him beſt ; for all his d<clamanign 
wand de rigingl * . yibfying herne 
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remains of vne party, for the advantage of the 


other, as ſome architects might be found who 
would depreciate the fragments of the colofleurn, 


in order to eſtabliſh the credit of A | fantaſtical and 
flimſy ſtructure of modern taſte. For which pur- 


poſe he tells his countrymen” to continue their truſt 
and confidence in the preſent adminiſtration, who 
have brought their country to this unexampled degree 
. 'of glory and proſperity; and without even an at- 


tempt at comforting our minds witli a probable 


reaſon for expecting ultimate fucceſs, he tells us 
again, that we muſt continue the war; and that thofe 
| who dare croak at the times, are either Fools, Bau 


men, or on the eve of becoming bankrupts. Not to 
ſay worſe, there is an official impudence in theſe 
afferttons, © at which a e and candid mind 
revolts. JJ OY SO IETSI HE IO ER, 
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-'F ſhall, Yoder: make bold to tell "My that 
from'the beginning, there have been men of the 
higheſt: reſpeQability, intelligence, and honeſty; 


Who have uniformly reprobated this war and its 


principles ; that they do not come abſolutely under 
the firſt of his epithets, the events it has produced, 


fully prove; as to the ſecond, it is enough to ſay, 


that their hearts and conſciences appear perfectly 
calm and tranquil; and as to his laſt aſſertion, for 
his own fake and that of the public, it is to be 
hoped that he poſſeſſes the ſame very ample means 


of comfort that a very great * of them do; 


"XY 75 N WE. * he 


n 


he will then have the credit of independence, and 
will not for bire have proftituted his brilliant talents 
to. ſo bad a purpoſe, as I think that is in which 
he has employed them. However, as Mr. Pitt 
himſelf alſo begins now to croak, I ſhould be glad 
to know under which of the above three heads his 
gh vali fications have placed him, 1n this gentleman' $ 
eſtimation. The plain man attempts to juſtify the 
miniſter's going to war upon thoſe romantic de- 
crees of the French, which, he fays, threatened the 
ſubverſion, of the order of all ſociety, and all the | 
governments of Europe : but he forgets to tell you, 
that they are all of a date ſubſequent to the French 
being attacked; and to their being provoked by the 
famous Brunſwick manifeſto ; for it mult be acknow- 
ledged, that they left no means untried to prevent 
the firſt breaking out of hoſtilities ; 3 and on fair 
ground, every man muſt allow, that it was high 
time for them to ſharpen their warlike weapons, 
unleſs they meant tamely to ſubmit themſelves to 
the moſt cruel reſentment of their enemies, avowed 
fo \ public] 95 and with lo little policy. 

He ons to repreſent the preſent adminiſtra- 
| tion, as the only men in this kingdom fit to govern. 
I am aſtoniſhed that ſuch an opinion ſhould have 
been ſo prevalent in a country like this, the ſeat of 
all kinds of learning, where every one has the 

right, and has been accuſtomed to diſcourſe freely 
en all political and public' affairs, and: Where the 
C2 _  -— "pools 


1 
pts "re ena ave ated inforniation, and a better 
an 


ation than in any 7 15 her « country: « on earth. T 


. * 


us put fo ihe - is an humiliating idea in- 
4, do think Mende and 1 feel myſelf 

proutl in the conviltion, that there are thouſands | 
Klub difß afity to che prefeat miniſters) fitter to 
govern roy they are, until they have courage and | 
nig Wink e668 td acknowledge their OS, | 


and change their Pernicidus meaſures. a 


4 4 TY one m thiſe that _Y the ite 
eISquence of Mettrs. Pitt and Fox OX AN indiſpenfible 
r&uikie 105 2 good miniſter. On the contrary, £5 
think * hab i dee Infinite miſchief, 1 (ould Fi 


the | prime min er to be mute, EXcePt when called 


upon to give necellary information to the Hove, 
e RR, Plc froth HEE a 6, 

Rnce  Fofficiebi, And wants no other garb. Fot 
thit f vation, we now wank plain ſenſe a hon ety 
NH ide theſe | are Qualifications » we. right 
erpert now from every part of the community, 

8 the prefer Tdiffers and their ſüppor 
ie becauſe, unleſs they calculate very wrong, 
Every thi ig that 1s dear ke to chem is ih {iffiimiheng 
Ager. Tele are not ofdi iar des, Were 2 
nh cab  ferve his. tereſt, and gratify bis Vanſty 
#19 pon at the 'expen 15 of the Hate, without 
a marerjal and Hereeß Ade Wer)! to it. No in- 
We Mah loch Teparate bis private from public 


I. 


& Vito Tontr bug © to tte. increaſe * N 
em; 


embafraffinents, and advancing His 6wn perſonal 
ruin: upon this is founded the right we have to ex= 
pet a very ſudden change of political meaſures : if 

Hot, ler the then now in power be diſmiſſed from 
their exalted ſears; it will, it muſt be fo! unleſz 


| Providence has doomed this once happy land ts 
wotal deſtruction. e 


T he WT OM : ballen that was at firſt formed 
againſt France could not be expected to laſt long, 
from the oppoſite intereſts of its component parts. 
And as many. wiſe men foretold, we have feen 
them 'make their peace one after another with the 
French, even to the Elector of Hanover. The 
King of Pruſſia who has been f6 much abuſed for 
3 his dereliction, , has proved himſelf the wiſeſt and moſt 

' prudent amongſt them. For che ſyſtem of partition 

that manifeſted itſelf at the taking of Valenciennes 
alarmed him as much as it did our cabinet, which | 

roduced the unſucceſsful expedition of Dunkirk. 
po to him, that ſyſteta was bf much greater im- 
Pörtancr chan to us; for, inſtead of lending his 
arms for the aggrandiſernent of the Houſe cf 
Auſtria, it has been long fince the unremitting care 


bf the cabinet of Pruſſia to leſſen it, and the king 


Well knows, chat his rank among che princes of the 


horch depends on the een and — exiſ⸗ 
bs of Franke. 


5 


Here 40 feel an nn to throw out a few 
3 bite on oui relative intereſt in regard to continent 
powers, that may perhaps be worth conſideration. 
This country is perfectly independent of them; 
but they depend on us, as being tributary to our 
commerce. The armed neutrality during the 
American war has fully evinced their hatred and _ 
. zealouſy of our empire of the ſeas. The late | 
"3 Catharine had. it engraved in bronze, and has be- 
queathed it to the whole continental cabinet. 
What has ſhe done towards the performance of her 
engagements in this war? She has ſent her fleets 
to our maritime ſchool, and her ſhips to be refilted 
in our ports. Therefore let us take care not 10 
- ſecond their wiſhes in leſſening or impairing it. 
. From this ſyſtem againſt us, I do not even exclude | 
our f faithful ally the Em] * of . 


2 | | | "> 1 * 1 
Tbey⸗ 5 know, 2 1 we le to * Ours 


9 that the Engliſh empire is a mighty giant, 
that nothing can deſtroy but itſelf, and we are 
unfartunately falling into the ſnare! Conſidering 
the ſituation of the Emperor, I am not ſurpriſed | Wo > 
ſſee him continue the war as long as we are com- 
plaiſant enough to ſend. him plenty of our gold 
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[i and ſilver. I forwards, the mighty giant's fall, 

5 -which would be for them the joyful cauſe of Jubilee 
| for ever! We ought not to be any longer de- - 

ceived, for the Emperor can make peace whenever 

be pleaſes, and by arrangements in his hands that 

. | will 
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will give bim the ſame political ſtrength acid e extent 
of territory as he poſſeſſed before the beginning of 
the war. However, whether he makes peace be- 
fore or after us, we ſhall find ourſelves: ultimately 
be paymaſters of this coſtly war. Of the ſhattered 
remains of the coalition againſt France, I even 
preſume to ſay, that it would not be unwiſe for us 
to get out of it firſt, Here I hear the miniſters and 
friends of alarm cry out, fthame ! ſhame on you! 
- would you then have this country commit ſuch a 

breach of faith, againſt our faithful and perſevering 
ally the Emperor? I ſay, yes: becauſe he began 
the war firſt, and ſelf-preſervation is the firſt law 
of nature: beſides, I find no where in the political 
grammar, that equity and tolicy are ſynonimous 
terms; neither do I find in my little reading of 
diplomatic hiſtory, that treaties have often laſted 
longer than it was perfectly convenient to each of 
the contracting parties. I beg not to be under- 
ſtood as ſpeaking here of what ought to be; but 
experience ſnows us that the political moral of 
Princes is ſuch, as to give each other meaſure for 
meaſure. If 1 have formed a right opinion of Mr. 
Hammond's miſſion to Vienna, Mr. Pitt has 
already deferred too long to manifeſt a real incli- 
nation for peace, to expect that the French will 
treat with 985 now in any other way than 


9 n 8 
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Upon what ground does the plain 1 nan encourage 
v to come forward with your laſt reſources, for 
the proſecution of this war? Does he tell you 
what ſpecific object you are to attain by it? No.— 
Yeu baye only his bare. aſſertion that every thing 
will end well. I have as high an opinzon of the 
_ reſources of this country as he may haye, and 

perhaps I underſtand them better than he does; 

but I am well perſuaded that they are not more 
than fufficient to ſace the exigences of our preſent 
ſituation, were we to revert co gur peace-eſtabliſh- 
ment to-morrow. It daes not require any extra- 
ordinary {ill in ca ulation to find out, chat when 
ve ſhall have exhauſted. our remaining reſources, 
. we ſhall have nope left. In ſhort, let us not Wait 
till that melancholy peried arrives; the wounds of 
aur country require immediate 2 1 
remedy. 


N A is ſo 1 for apy -conmpy; but 
more eſpecially for a commercial gne; as a breach 
of public credit; its pernicious effects being of 4 
much longer duration than we ſeem to be aware of. 
The misfortunes of France originated more from 
that cauſe than any other; for had France never 
forfeited it, Lewis XVI. would. not haxe ſeen. him 
ſelf under the neceſſity of taking a foreigner far his 
miniſter of finances, only becauſe Mr. Necker had 
more perſonal credit than the ſtate itſelf: and he 


r 8 * ſums on his own credit 
(beſides 


0256 0 1 5 


— . _ — 
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(beſides the money he advanced out of his own. 
coffers) which had been refuſed to his predeceſſors, 
though on national reſponſibility, - Let us. there- 
fore take the hint, and beware not to commit the 
ſame folly and injuſtice. For, notwithſtanding the 
fond and miſtaken idea that has lately crept into 
the minds of many of the landholders, the evil 
conſequences of a derangement of finances in this 
country, or, as they ſay, a ſpunging of the national 
debt, would produce conſequences * * 
the calculation of human wiſdom. 4 


The 8 man ſpends a a great Fe of kis time in i 
panegyricks on Mr. Pitt, for having at different | 
times in ſome meaſure palliated the threatening: 
evils that he had himſelf created. To ſooth our. ö 
minds, he alſo lays a great ſtreſs on our negative 
ſucceſs. This is a new term in politics that we 
know originated i in deranged brains! though he 
takes great pains to explain it, and ſuppoſes it not | 
underſtood, we all know that he who plays at. | 
cards, and neither wins nor loſes, has negative. | 
ſucceſs. Will any man in his ſenſes ſay that we 
are in a ſimilar ſituation ? Should we not be more 
juſtly compared to ſome modern Nimrod, who, 
after exhauſting his fortune in his ſtables and his 
kennels, ſhould comfort himſelf, that “if he has 
taken few foxes, he has, at leaſt, not broke his on 
neck?” It is true, we have made ſome conqueſts, 
and I will allow the plain man to add to them 
D Mexico 
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Mexico and "Pp 31 vill yet affirm, that, eh i 
be accompliſhed, even the preſent mipiſters would 
viltingly forego them all, to ſee their cquntry 
exactly in the ſame ſituatio it was in before the 
commencement of the war. For the conqueſt of 
the whole continent would nat counterbalance hs 
debt we : have incurred on the occaſion, _ 

1 have Bete to deplore the frſt idea of the "TY 

ing ſyſtem, which has certainly made the ſtability 
of empires, and the peace and tranquillity of man- 
| Kind, of a much more precarious tenure. There is 
a line of demarkation i in the reſqurces of a ſtate. as 
there is in thofe of an individual; only that it is 
more eaſily found out and calculated for one than ; 


for the other. But 1 make no difficulty in ſaying, 
that the late event of the bank, the manifeſt i inter- 


ference of our government in its tranſactions, and 

the bit now pending i in parliament in conſequence 
thereof} are ſtrong ſymptoms that, if we do not 
{bon put an end to the proftigacy 1 in the manage- 


ment of public money, we are in imminent t danger 5 
* ans ws þ . 


- RefleRing on the negative ſucceſſes of the 1 
wan, whether in finance or in territory, 1 find 
them no where but in his wild imagination, which, 
would eſtabliſh them on this retroſpective point of 
view, that we ſhould otherwiſe have beeg in a 
el n a Re, or Perhaps a, pro- 
1291 vince 


n. 


l 0 


1 4 


vince ef Frühe; naß, all Eurcpe in a Abs * 
confuſion. I muſt acknD Hedge, f de mart ö 


continue the alarm, 1 expected more from his ſa- 


gacity : for though the mind ay be Frightened 
at impetifling evils, ever ſo in groutided! br tis 
/ probable, it (66h forgets and ehen Hubli at thefe 


vbich ate paſt, Have Wwe tompletfly tullic 


France? Have we Protected our Allies, the 
| Butch? Have we prevented the havigation of 
the Scheidt? Have we protected our Ally, the 
King of Sardinia, whoſe ſtates we Südrand? 


Ice we kept the French within their Aficlent = 


mits? Have we reſtored thEti to monarchy ? 
Have we modelled their opinion on liberty, 4ccor- 
ding to our wiſhes ? 


right >—Surely not. Not one vbjett that could 
be perceived behind the myſterious veil thät Rax 


covered our miniſter's purpoſes in this war have 
we obtained. I muſt grant to him, that we hade 
ctippled the navy of Frater; bit, kid they ti6k 
been attacked, the gigantic refourcts Ind poet 


that they have aſtoniſhed the world with would 
have remained perfectly unknown, even to them- 


ſelves; and it is more than probable, that the 
ade of fuch a revolution woutd have been 
the total neglect of their commetce, of their füa- 
5 nufactures, and of their navy; and we ſhould 
| moſt likely have accoinpliſhed, without the loſs of 3 
. guiries | 


Have we tdught them to 
boni p God, according to the modes we thought 


( 28 ) 


8, guinea or a man, what we have purſued in vain 
has ſo ruinous a OR . 
Tbe plain man wiſhes us alſo. to > agree with 

bim „ that there has been no favourable. period 
during this war in which we could have treated 
with any degree of ſecurity, making uſe of the old 
cant phraſe, who were we to treat with ?” With 
thoſe, to be ſure, that could reſiſt our power, and 
that of all Europe combined. Who did we treat 
with when we treated with America? Wich rebels 
to the ſtate, Who do we treat with when we treat 
with Algiers, Tunis, or Tripoli ? With common 
robbers and pirates, whoſe governments offer no 
more ſtability than France did at the time alluded 
to: for I doubt whether the plain man could find 
Gs hours, inſure the life of any of their deys, at 
any premium. Indeed, to come nearer home, if 
I may be permitted the obſervation, ſeldom a week 
paſſes in which ſome one does not, for his fafery, 


treat even with a highwayman., 


| The Shake fact is s plainly > that 1 . 


ters, either through imprudence or want of pene- 
tration and talents that would enable them to cal- 


culate the conſequences of ſuch a war, have un- 
fortunately entered into it, and the difficulties of 
it have ſo rapidly ſucceeded each other, that even 


7 they have often ſhared in the feelings of the many 
TY | for 


= 


7 i 


- 
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for the embarraſſment of the ſtate; and one almoſt 
feels diſpoſed to forgive them the paſt, provided 
they would come forward, and with a noble manly. 
ſpirit earneſtly ſer about making peace: but they 
ought to be told, that if they mean to ſucceed, 
they muſt leave off their indirect and crooked. po- 
licy, and preſent themſelves with openneſs and 
candour, like men repreſenting a great and power- 
ful nation, and who ſincerely wiſh to reſtore peace 
and all its bleſſings to mankind. It is an abſurd 
and too humiliating an. idea to ſay, that the French 

will not make peace with us. I have ſubſtantial 
reaſons to believe that they want it, and that they 
alſo wiſh it as much as we ought to do. But they 
will have ſuch a peace as the ſituation of their 

affairs warrants them to expect from the aggreſſors. 
Have we a right to more? Have we the proſ- 

pect of forcing them to yield more according to 

our dictates? Indeed, I am afraid not! And I 

tremble at a contrary opinion ill exiſting in our 
cabinet. We ſhould tell the French, that we will 
treat with them on fair ground, and without any 
more ce fine qua non! If, after having diſcuſſed 
our reſpective intereſts, it ſhould appear that they 
wiſh our downfal, or to humiliate us, which I do 
not believe, then, and then only, will our admi- 
niſtration be juſtified in ſtraining all the ſinews of 
the ſtate : though they never will, by the preſent. 
generation nor by their poſterity, be forgiven for 
having led us to ſo dire an alternative. . 
: | The 


„ 


Tbe ſplric of party that offcinds me 15 moch in 
the Plain man, and in many other publications, 
prompts me once more to ſay, that I belong to no 
party ; nor do I defire or expect any thing, eithet 

from thoſe in, or thofe out of place, 5 . 


and a proper e in the ſtare. 8 


We all Wachen the nigh, : en and vp⸗ ; 
Nen language our mifiiſters and their adhe- 
rents have held in their places, in both houſts, 
againſt the French nation. It has had its effect, 
and has created a rooted inveteracy againſt the 
preſent miniſters in the mind of that people and its 


governors, that will not be eaſily eradicated. It 


may be aſked, ought private reſentment againſt a 
few individuals to interfere with the reſpective | 


| Intereſts of two great ſtares Þ Certainly not. But 


when we-cotifider that it pervades the whole na- 


tion, and that all men have their imperfections, 


we muſt never be ſurpriſed to fee them mix in all 


their private and public tranſactions; and we'fh6uld ¾ 


try, by a change of Uo, to vow on" the ou | 
2 of 4 „ 5 : 1 


[When es abroad; I was only and inet 
acquainted with men of high reſpeQability, who 
were well informed of the temper and projefts of 
the French Directory, who have affured me, and 
gave me unqueſtionable proofs, that it iy deter- 
mined, to the full extent of cirrumſtances, to hiſs 

LT 1 „ | miliate 


( 


: milinte. Mr. Pitt. Let us * "uy is 1 bumilia- 


goveérns? And it is their opinion alſo, that, on 
the contrary, ſhould the French have to treat wich 


tion to be ſeparated from that of the country be 


a different ſet of men, they are ready to do ſo 


on moſt liberal and fair principles. That very 
idea, if built on a ſure foundation, is a ſufficient 


ground for a change of adminiſtration ;, for what 


bave they done for their country, that we ſhould 
facrifice even the moſt trifling punctilio for thein 


ſake ? nay, every thing ſhould give way to our 


country's welfare; and had they an atom of regard 


for it, or their future reputation, long ere now they 
| would of their own accord have quitted theie 


places. The infatuation of ſome ſtill cries out, 


Who, have we to do better? The nation at large 
ſhould anſwer, Who have we to do worſe ? And 


are there then no honeſt men in the ſtate that are 
likely to. do what, the exigeneles. of the times re- 
quire, but thoſe who have almoſt ruined it? Fel- 


low. countrymen, I know, in common with you, 
that the right of changing miniſters belongs to the 


crown: but I know alſo that the King: wiſhes: the: 


general welfare as much as we do; but he is miſ- 
8 by the ſelf-intereſted. men that ſurround: 
him. Let us then unite, and approach the throne: 
vich ive and truth: for our preſent ſituation 
loudly calls on every individual to put his civil 


exiſtence into activity. However, let us remem - 


* to 40 ſo 1 mne and duty of faithful 
ſuhjects, 


r 


0 —— 


; ( $03: 
ſubjeQs, as well as with the firmneſs of freemen, 
by a univerſal adoption of the petitioning ſpirit 
which is happily gone forth for peace and a change 


of adminiſtration. No man that poſſeſſes 200. 


a year, either by inheritanee or honeſt induſtry, 
can be indifferent to our preſent fituation, and the 


| prolperity of the ſtate.” Apathy on the prefent 


occaſion is a crime, which your children, to the- 
remoteſt generation, will call you to an account ; 
for: and conſider well, that it is an imperious duty : 
on you to fcorn any temporary advantages or in- 
fluence, contrary to your affection and duty to 


your country. Our conſtitution gives us that pri- 


vilege, and, though ſome late acts of parliament 

in ſome meaſute militate againſt it, we ſtill have 

lberty-enough'to' expreſs our ſentiments colleQively 
was os pt to the King, and, : e's WH gd 

| 1 Ti (an 3: 

I 8 you oni the honour and oatrotiit 
of thoſe members of both Houſes who have already 
ranged themſelves on your fide. I have alfo heard 
of a party formed in the Houſe of Commons, with” 
a view to promote economy in the expenditure of 
public money, and to favour à fpeedy peace. 1 


ſhould wiſh, and I am impatient to fee them come 
forward with an tinqualified' oppoſition to Mr. Pitt, 


until he acts up to, or fineerely favours their 
avowed object; otherwiſe I am much afraid that 
they wih ſoon ſtand ſulpected of playing the part of 
f n I the fable, WhO hovered: over the battle 


a - 


of birds and REO TION to decide according to 
circumſtances of victory, whether they ſhopld truſt 
themſelves | in future to their * or their feet. 555 


— 7 


Whether theſe ee 7 77 515 Wort 8 
ee of facts, produce a good effect or not, 1 CO 
feel a conſcious ſatisfaction in having done thus 705 
much towards fulfilling the duty Lowe to my co un- 
try, . becauſe delays and deluſion become every 
hour. more. and more dangerous, and the milts 
that the. miniſters are put to in order to face the 
exigencies even of the preſent, a ſhort time vill 
unfold: to remedy the evil, we muſt haye the 
courage to look it fully in the face; let our opi- 
nion and prejudices yield to facts, for fear of ſud- | 
denly finding ourſelves at the bottom of the preci - 


pice, on the TOUS brink of which we are now 


5 . 8 5 . FA * 2 9 1 Cy 
a, BM JJ. ²˙ ITO UDO I 
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I do not as yer oy pair Boe th i. 1 
bur feel uneaſy to ſee her beating about in ſuch» 
an high gale, among ſo many rocks and ſhoals, 
under the management of an unſk il ful and obſti- 
nate pilot, who long ſince ought to have brought; 
her into port. Her pilot muſt be changed; then 
we ſhall ſoon ſee her weather the ſtorm, and, 
when arrived into harbour, we may ſet about re- 

Paiting her, and ſhall then ſoon * afloat again 
. ee and ſecure chan ever. tes o 
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1 have omi neck a nomper of other faces und re- 
marks, Which, in my opinlon, were not leſs inte- 
reſting, becaufe, not being much in the habit of 
writing, 1 have found a great difficulty in con- 
denfing what I meant to ſay 1 in the compaſs of 
hele few Pages; and Af the reader is not obliged 
0 me for what he reatls in them, F ſhalt at leaſt be 


«6s of his thanks for the pains T have taken in 
chrtälling them. But, mould they f in the leaſt con- 
illbute to diſpoſe the minds of my countrymen'to' ; 


the undniimous Promotion of an ininediate peace, 


it wilt mich contribute to my happineſs.” I ſhalt 
conclude them with # ſhort and mech n gd 
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THOUGH- we Gall have long to deꝑlete che 
conſequences of the war you ſo wantonly begun, 


yoware ſure to plenſe your countrymen in tho lite 


difpoſicion' you haue maniſtſted towards putting an 
unmediate end x6 it: But I am very mech alta 
char you haue ſome hiditen defiga: of: checking 


thexzebythe preuailigg ſpirit that e xiſts of adareſſes: 
10 the throne againſt von. I am watranted 401. 
ſuiſpect you by the manner in Which you have pro- 
eeeded, in x utſifot m deceptioen ever ſmoe its be- 
ginging,. by which vnu have! completely forfeitec 


our confidence, at teafd ſon de prefene.. » hloweners: 


you have acquired, at our expenſe, a prodigious. 


87811 3 4 | Bond's fund 


cs) 


4 bund of hates, which, PTR 


times,” may perhaps prove of  fervice. to your 
country. But E am ſorry to ſee that you ſeem-de+ 


termmed. to keep your place at all events, natyiith-: 


ſtanding the advantages that would reſult to our 


pending negotiations from your retirement. I feel 


it my duty to entreat you, both for the ſake of the 


public and for your own, to reſign your ſituation. 
Such a, perſonal ſacrifice to your country's welfare 
would command, in the heart of a generous nation, 


8 forgiveneſs for the paſt, and a laſting ſentiment of 


gratitude for ſuch a mark of your patriotiſm ; you 
would be hailed to the end of time the Curtius of 
Great Britain. Your talents are univerſally AC- 
knowledged, ſo that, ſhould you have courage, 
magnanimity, and prudence enough to retire under 


| the preſent circumftances, what you would loſe. 


in ſplendor would be amply ' compenſated by 


| r public eſteem. Then, in your peaceable 


retirement, you would be bleſſed with an oppor- 


tunity of calmly reſlecting on the cauſes, inci- 


7 dents, and wonderful effects, of the mighty tranſ- 


actions of ſtare which you have directed during 


theſe laſt five years. You would then find your 


mind ſo tempered and improved, that you would 
bleſs the day you got out of this whirlwind: and I 


8 will venture to ſay, that, independent of the i im- 


mediate advantages that would reſult by it, our 


country might boaſt hereafter of having one of the 
moſt ee en, in good and adverſe 


w 8 burtune, 
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fortune, that England DIP" faw, and the would  _ | 
probably be induced, at ſome diſtant period, — 
on you N 8 to make amends: r | 
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